First Cut is the Deepest!!!!

Barters next log: Stardate 21092002 point quarter to 11. Have been to the BMF Tail End and now in proud possession of an Art Stainless Oval Can for the SV (you know, ‘The Flying Banana’). I had contacted ‘Art’ during the week to make sure that the surgery I was about to perform was understood. This is how the open pipe surgery went……..

Step 1. Removed Can, link pipe and all new clamps from packaging.

Step 2. Dry assembled for fit and held against OE system to judge where it will go.

Step 3. Measured 2.5 inches (63mm for the metric among you) up from the weld towards the silencer and marked the pipe with a felt tip pen. (Starting to get tense now)

Step 4. “‘Nurse scalpel”, no will have to be a ‘NEW’ bi-metal blade for the hacksaw (20T or finer will do the job)

Step 5. Have coffee and cig to steady the nerves.

Step 6. Slightly slackened off the OE can mounting bolt.

Step 7. “ Here goes” Sawed through the pipe where marked. This was quite a tough job at first as the pipe here has an inner pipe running through. “ Mop brow, if it doesn’t fit now I’m buggered” 

Step 8. Well that’s done it, no going back now. Remove OE can, file off the burrs from the saw cut.

Step 9. Dry assembled new can . “ “Now that’s thick chocolate” ”. Have another cig to admire the new fitting.

Step 10. Couldn’t resist it. Fired up the SV and “wow what a lovely sound (not sure if that’s what the neighbour said though”

Step 11. Marked on the new link pipe where it fits over the original system and on the new can with the felt pen.

Step 12. Smeared plenty of exhaust fitting paste (available from Halfords type shops) in the end of the link pipe and pushed firmly over the newly cut system (lined up the felt pen marks.)

Step 13. Smeared more cream (‘ooh Nurse’) in the can inlet and fitted onto the link pipe.

Step 14. Tightened up with new stainless clamps. Wiped excess cream away with damp cloth.

Step 15. Fitted rubber protection strip to can clamp. Slid over can and tightened up with OE bolt.

Step 16. “Hey presto its done, all those nerves have gone what a relief”

‘Art’ said I would have to run it for a few minutes to harden off the sealant cream – “Shame” 

Step 17. After running for a few days (not 24/7) I removed the lower clamp. The link pipe and OE pipe are a very good fit and no leaks and looks better.

Step 18 ‘Art’ can supply a sleeve to fit over the original system so it can be refitted. Collecting one at the NEC bike show.

Step 19. “Sorted”.

The total time for the operation was about two hours. I am very pleased with the results. So if you see a yellow flash, making a sound like thunder it might not be a 748 Duke, it could the Flying Banana and me.   

Hope to have a photo soon, see it on the website and if you need a hand to fit one let me know I am pretty handy with a hacksaw (Ha Ha Ha !!!!!) May the decibels keep my ears ringing forever!!!

Andy (aka Barters)  

